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SCULPTURE

Virgin of  Servitude 

This representative Gothic Andra Mari was the one that presided over the main altar of  Saint Mary’s 
Cathedral in Vitoria-Gasteiz for centuries. It represents Mary, enthroned and crowned as queen, with 
the Child on her lap, as he blesses and holds the book of  the Gospels. Its chronology is disputed, 
although most authors place it around the beginning of  the last quarter of  the 13th century, 
associated with the time that Alfonso X the Wise of  Castile stayed in Vitoria between 1276 and 1278. 
The chronicles claim that the king fell prey to an illness that he overcame thanks to a miracle of  the 
Virgin, and it is believed that he gifted this image to the town as a form of  gratitude.

It had an enormous array of  jewels and ornaments in its day that it received from many devotees 
and was kept by its confraternity. It was taken out in procession on the feast of  Corpus Christi to be 
carried on a platform around the city. It was moved to the Chapel of  Our Lady of  Servitude when 
it no longer presided over the old Renaissance altarpiece, after being replaced by a Neoclassical 
altarpiece in 1805. It was subsequently moved to other locations within the cathedral until it was 
installed for a time in the Diocesan Museum of  Sacred Art. It returned from there a few years ago to 
ultimately preside over the Chapel of  Saint Mary, in the central body of  the ambulatory. 

Author: Anonymous
Date: Last quarter of  the 13th century
Technique: Polychrome stone carving
Measurements: 126 x 50 x 45 cm
Place: Saint Mary’s Cathedral (Vitoria-Gasteiz)
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