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Western Portico: Last Judgement Tympanum 

The right-hand side portal of  the western portico is dedicated to the Last Judgement, following a 
similar layout to that used in France’s Chartres Cathedral. Christ the Judge displays a more human 
image in accordance with the texts of  Saint Matthew. He occupies the most prominent place and is 
depicted as a suffering man displaying the traces of  the Passion, with the wounds on the palms of  his 
hands and accompanied by four angels with the Arma Cristhi (the Instruments of  the Passion). The 
angels at the cusp carry the cross and those at the sides the pillar, the whip and the nails. Christ the 
Judge is flanked by the crowned Virgin and Saint John the Evangelist, prostrate as intercessors for 
humanity.

Saint Michael weighing souls is 
located in the central scene of  
the lower register. The narrative 
is completed on the right with the 
door leading to heaven and an angel 
guarding its passage. On crossing the 
threshold, a thurifer angel crowns a 
woman, whom some authors have 
identified as Saint Leocadia. Next are 
the elect and blessed personified in 
the form of  a holy bishop and Saint 
Lawrence, identified by his grill. On 
the opposite side is Hell, represented 
by the jaws of  a Leviathan devouring 
sinners. The damned are clutched by 
evil demons punishing earthly vices 
of  greed and lust. Finally, the lintel 
also depicts the life and martyrdom of  
the Apostle James in various narrative 
scenes, culminating in the trial and 
death of  the saint, his throat slit by a 
soldier’s sword. The entire ensemble 
is completed with saints on the 
archivolts.  

Author: Anonymous
Date: Second third of  the 14th century
Technique: Polychrome stone carving
Place: Saint Mary’s Cathedral (Vitoria-Gasteiz)
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