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Immaculate Conception 

This excellent Immaculate Conception is signed and dated 1666 by the prestigious court painter 
Juan Carreño de Miranda. The work originated from the now destroyed Convent of  Saint Francis 
in Vitoria, where it must have arrived through the intervention of  Bernabé Ochoa de Chinchetru, 
whose portrait was painted by Carreño de Miranda a few years earlier. The work was transferred to 
the sacristy of  Vitoria cathedral following the secularisation of  the Convent of  Saint Francis.

It depicts a young Virgin from the front with a serene look on her face. She has a rhomboidal outline 
and is opening her arms in a welcoming gesture. The composition is enhanced by a group of  child 
angels fluttering at her feet with Marian symbols. It was during this decade that Juan Carreño de 
Miranda established his iconographic model for the Immaculate Conception, which was influenced 
by models from Van Dyck and Rubens. Loose, vibrant brushstrokes are used, although a certain 
almost classicist restraint can also be observed in his work, a departure from other contemporary 
painters such as Francisco Rizi, Antolínez, Escalante and Solís, who developed the subject with 
greater flamboyance and excitement.

Author: Juan Carreño de Miranda
Date: 1666
Technique: Oil on canvas
Measurements: 225 x 185 cm
Place: Saint Mary’s Cathedral (Vitoria-Gasteiz)
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