A LIVING TREASURE. ART IN THE SANTA MARIA CATHEDRAL IN VITORIA-GASTEIZ

METALWORK

Processional cross

Processional cross made of silver with some gilding. It was originally from the parish church of
Etxabarri Ibifia (Alava) and was sold to the cathedral in the early 20th century. It bears no mark,
but its characteristics indicate that it could be considered a Mannerist style work from the late 16th
century or first quarter of the 17th century, possibly originating from the Americas. It has straight
arms and a rectangular section that end with oval expansions surmounted by a baluster with a floral
finish. The decorative work is made up of brackets with knobs, C-shape ribs and candelabra finials
typical of the period to which the piece belongs.

With regard to its iconography, the central square contains the figure of a Crucified Christ with

the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove on his head. On the reverse is Saint Clare against a landscape
background accompanied on the horizontal arm by Saint John and Saint Mark the Evangelists, and
vertically by Saint Lawrence, Saint Michael and Saint Sebastian. It is set within an architectural-
shaped decorative support with a quadrangular outline and cylindrical barrel that allows a staff to be
inserted in order to take it out in procession.

Author: Anonymous

Date: End of the 16th century or first quarter of the 17th century.
Technique: Silver and gilded silver

Measurements: 97,5 x 49 x 12,5 cm

Place: Diocesan Museum of Sacred Art (Vitoria-Gasteiz)




Basic bibliography:

AZCARATE RISTORI, José M.* de. “Catedral de Santa Maria (catedral Vieja)”, En: PORTILLA
VITORIA, Micaela ]. e al. Catilogo Monnmental Didcesis de I itoria: Cindad de | 7fora. Vitoria-Gasteiz:
Obra Cultural de la Caja de Ahorros Municipal, tomo II1, 1968, p. 109.

MARTIN VAQUERO, Rosa. “Seccién Plata”, En: LOPEZ LOPEZ DE ULLIBARRI, Félix;
DABOUZA SALCEDO, Arantza (coord.). Museo Diocesano de Arte Sacro. Vitoria-Gasteiz. Museo
Diocesano de Arte Sacro. 1999. p. 206

MARTIN VAQUERO, Rosa. “Nuevos datos sobre la cruz procesional de los siglos XVI-XVII de Ia
Catedral de Santa Maria de Vitoria”. En: VELEZ CHAURRI, José Javier; ECHEVERRIA GONI,
Pedro Luis; MARTINEZ DE SALINAS OCIO, Felicitas (eds.). Estudios de Historia del Arte en memoria
de la profesora Micaela Portilla. Vitoria-Gasteiz: Diputacion Foral de Alava. Departamento de Euskera,
Cultura y Deportes, 2008, pp. 320-331.

A lL,ww@ ‘T

\ k:?‘ j:': .l

i ‘:y‘-u‘\ % \‘ e 1'7 = ; ‘h \U \l-‘ :\ \ :
| . Texts: Fernando R. Bartolomé Garc1a'  Direction and coordination: GUIded tours : = \ ¢
hie .‘;Photographs Quintas Fofogra(os & ‘ d ‘|‘ “ " Information and bookings J 575
| b8 P‘rOJeCt fanded By oo M Y “A cathedral ‘ Telf. 945255135
| / s SA-NTA MARIA . www.catedralvitoria. euis x
~ araba éLava ¥ 21 &1 VlSltors centre

foru aldundla diputacion foral

B Ay |

L\‘ ‘Cantén de Santa Marla A \“:‘v 3
b 01001 Vitoria-Gasteiz [{st?
" 7* \ — L

P  1 i i : ©Santa Mai’iafKatedrala Fundazioa - Fundacion Catedra'l Santa Maria”



