A LIVING TREASURE. ART IN THE SANTA MARIA CATHEDRAL IN VITORIA-GASTEIZ

ALTARPIECE

Altarpiece of the Virgin of the Sorrows

Although this is an undocumented work, its formal and stylistic evidence allows us to attribute it to
three of the most important Neoclassical masters who worked in Vitoria. Everything indicates that
the architecture must have been carried out by Benigno de Moraza. The sculpture is undoubtedly by
Mauricio de Valdivielso and the polychromy by José Lopez de Torre or Bartolomé Vasco, all frequent
contributors. These masters must be considered the artistic elite of Neoclassicism in these lands. The
altarpiece has a horizontal design and is extremely proportional. It follows the typology of “painting-
altarpiece” and comprises a single volume and attic. It is presided over by a freestanding carving

of the Virgin of the Sorrows, which can be attributed to the sculptor Mauricio de Valdivielso, and

is flanked by two columns with smooth shafts and Corinthian capitals supporting an entablature.
The ensemble is crowned by a tondo with a painting of the Dead Christ lying on a white sheet on
the ground, attributed to José Lopez de Torre. This tondo is flanked by two carvings of Mourning
Angels, also by Mauricio de Valdivielso.
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Author: Attributed to: Sculpture: Mauricio de Valdivielso (1760-1822), Architecture:
Benigno de Moraza, Painting: José Lopez de Torre or Bartolomé Vasco

Date: 1817

Technique: Polychrome stone carving

Measurements: Approx. 563 x 240 x 66 cm

Place: Saint Marys Cathedral (Vitotia-Gasteiz). Chapel of Saint James. Today's Saint
Marys Church.
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