A LIVING TREASURE. ART IN THE SANTA MARIA CATHEDRAL IN VITORIA-GASTEIZ

Alvaro Diaz de Esquivel and Ana Diaz de Salinas

Wall tomb in the form of a niche depicting the recumbent figures of Alvaro Diaz de Esquivel and
his wife, Ana Dfiaz de Salinas. It was most likely made around the first third of the 16th century in
the Early Renaissance style and consists of three sections. The first depicts the coats of arms of the
deceased, that of the Esquivel family on the left and that of the Diaz de Salinas family on the right,
surrounded by garlands. The deceased are in the second section sheltered by a niche decorated on
the edge with vegetal motifs and a candelieri. The bodies of Alvaro Diaz de Esquivel and his wife,
Ana Diaz de Salinas, lie in a sepulchral bed with their heads resting on two cushions, positioned

on an inclined plane so that the furthest figure inside can be seen without any difficulty. They are
fashionably dressed and are depicted in a serene pose, resting peacefully in an attitude of prayer, he
with a breviary in his hand and she with folded hands. The ensemble is crowned with a shell-shaped
tympanum featuring the coat of arms of the departed. This tomb is stylistically related to Early
Renaissance models from Burgos.

Author: Anonymous

Date: First third of the 16th century
Technique: Stone carving

Measurements: Approx. 430 x 273 x 140 cm
Place: Saint Marys Cathedral (Vitoria-Gasteiz)




:\ -

Basic bibliography:

AZCARATE RISTORI, José M.* de. “Catedral de Santa Maria (catedral Vieja)”. En: PORTILLA
VITORIA, Micaela ]. e al. Catilogo Monnmental Didcesis de I itoria: Cindad de | 7fora. Vitoria-Gasteiz:
Obra Cultural de la Caja de Ahorros Municipal, tomo II1, 1968, p. 105.

ECHEVERRIA GONI, Pedro L. “Renacimiento”, En: GONZALEZ DE SAN ROMAN, Miguel
(dir.). itoria-Gasterz en e/ Arte. Vitoria-Gasteiz: Gobierno Vasco, vol. 2. 1997. pp. 338-342.

MARTIN MIGUEL, Maria Angeles. Arte y cultnra en Vitoria durante el siglo X171, Vitoria-Gasteiz:
Ayuntamiento de Vitoria-Gasteiz, 1998, pp. 313-318.

A &Wm@ ‘L’r’

\.\k“ — .I

/A \. (TSI RS S '\‘
. Texts: Fernando R. Bartolomé Garc1a'  Direction and coordination: ',; G UIded tours : == \
- Photographs: Quintas Fofogra(os v d‘ ‘|‘ > l ! Information and bookings J X
it P‘rOJect funded by: 1 &d i cathedral l e Telf, 245255438\ - il | g | ||
: ' i SA . www.catedralvitoria. euis i

NTA MARIA
araba” éLava 4 '

foru aldundia diputacion foral VISItOI’ s centre

L\' ‘Cantén de Santa Marla 3 N
b (_)1001 Vitoria-Gasteiz [{st?

|
|

!

R  1 i i : ©Santa Maria Katedrala Fundazioa - Fundacion Catedm'l Santa Maria' ||



