A LIVING TREASURE. ART IN THE SANTA MARIA CATHEDRAL IN VITORIA-GASTEIZ

Tomb of Cristébal Martinez de Alegria

This tomb is located in the Chapel of Saint Benedict, associated with the Martinez de Alegria family
since the late 16th century, although it later passed into the hands of the Velasco family. Deputy
General Cristobal Martinez de Alegria was granted the opportunity to position a small altarpiece
dedicated to Saint Benedict in 1581, including permission for the tomb in which he was to be buried.
It is located at the beginning of the transept arm on the Gospel side and was commissioned to
Esteban de Velasco, a renowned sculptor from Vitoria, on 6 May 1581. The entire ensemble was
made with white stone from the Ajarte quarry (Trevifio), except for the funerary bundle, which was
carved with stone from Santa Pfa (Salvatierra). It is an arcosolium tomb in the Renaissance style. The
recumbent body of the deceased, Cristobal Martinez de Alegria, lies under a semicircular arch. He is
dressed in armour, an appropriate outfit for a knight who had held various public posts, such as that
of Deputy General of Alava or advisor to Philip II. The ensemble is surmounted by an inscription
on a choreiform cartouche, a curved split pediment flanked by two virtues and a coat of arms. Both
the architecture and entire decorative work of the tomb are in the style of international Mannerism.

Author: Esteban Velasco

Date: 1581

Technique: Stone carving

Measurements: Approx. 590 x 383 x 126 cm

Place: Saint Marys Cathedral (Vitoria-Gasteiz). Chapel of San Benito
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