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Philippine vestments 

The cathedral has an interesting collection of  Philippine vestments produced in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries. They were donated by Francisco Díaz de Durana, Dean of  the Cathedral of  
Manila and Vicar General of  its Archbishopric, and have been considered exceptional ornaments 
ever since their arrival at the collegiate church, reserved for the most important services. He also sent 
other sets to his home town, Durana, and to other towns, such as Otxandio and Eribe. Judging by 
their inscriptions, they must have been acquired at two different times, the first batch before 1776 
and the second shortly before 1805.

Most of  these embroideries were made in Canton, Fujian and the Philippines, although always 
produced by the hands of  Chinese workers. They were executed in silk and were richly decorated 
with embroidery in gold, silver and silk threads of  different colours. Liturgical vestments used 
repertoires inspired by nature with some additional Christian symbol or emblem.

Author: Anonymous
Date: End of  the 18th century and beginning of  the 19th century
Technique: Cross stitch embroidery
Place: Saint Mary’s Cathedral and Diocesan Museum of  Sacred Art (Vitoria-Gasteiz)
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